THE 


SEPTEMBER  -  OCTOBER,   1955 


PUBLISHED  BY  THE  STUDENTS  OF  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COLLEGE  OF  OPTOMETRY 


THE  SCOPE 


VOLUME  XXVII  NUMBER  1 


FEATURES 


Message  of  Welcome  page     2 

Editorial page     3 

Modern  Optometry  —  Bernstein   page     -1 

Photography  For  Everyone  page     5 

Klein  Award  page     7 

0.  E.  Phi  page     7 

Second  Year  Article  page     8 

P.  O.  S page     9 

Student  Council  Finance  Report  page  10 

Rudolph  King  Lecture  page  10 

Reflections   on  Refractions   page  12 


MESSAGE   OF   WELCOME 


DEAN  RALPH  H.  GREEN 
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DEAN  RALPH  H.  GREEN 

It  is  a  sincere  pleasure  for  me  to  extend 
greetings  and  welcome  from  the  Board  of 
Trustees,  the  Administrative  Staff  and  the 
Faculty  to  the  new  students  admitted  to  the 
College. 

You  are  embarking  on  a  program  of  study 
that  will  prepare  you  for  a  professional  career 
—  a  career  in  the  field  of  public  health.  To  this 
end,  the  College  stands  prepared  to  provide 
you  with  the  necessary  education  and  training 
in  the  art  and  science  of  optometry  so  that 
you  can  take  your  rightful  place  among  the 
healing  arts  professions. 

It  is  assumed  on  admission,  each  student 
accepts  the  responsibility  of  putting  his  every 
effort  into  his  studies  to  prepare  himself  for 
the  important  part  he  will  play  in  the  field  of 
visual  eye  care.  On  the  other  hand,  the  College 
assumes  the  responsibility  of  equipping  you 
with  the  tools  so  necessary  to  carry  out  the 
services  you  are  expected  to  render. 

The  College  stands  pledged  to  carry  out  its 
stated  purpose  namely: 

a-  to  prepare  its  students  for  the  practice 

of  optometry 
b-  to   indoctrinate  its  students  with  the 

ideals  of  the  profession 
c-  to  equip  its  students  for  successful  and 
ethical  practice. 

Every  student  should  feel  that  the  College 
is  prepared,  through  its  Faculty  Committee  on 


Student  Guidance,  to  assist  in  the  solution  of 
personal,  health,  and  academic  problems  which 
may  arise  during  his  stay  here  at  the  College. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  bring  your  problems  to  my 
office  for  conference. 

In  closing,  allow  me  to  extend  my  personal 
best  wishes  for  success  in  preparation  for  your 
chosen  professional  career. 

DEAN  RALPH  H.  GREEiN 
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Ball  and  Chain  Club 

By    JOHN    C.    JANES 

The  senior  class  has  originated  a  gathering 
of  the  married  members  of  the  class  under  the 
guiding  hand  of  Al  Roy.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
group  was  held  on  Oct.  8,  1955  in  the  reading 
room  at  the  school.  The  room  was  decorated 
by  a  committee  consisting  of  Al  Roy,  Tom 
Ferrara,  Bill  Hissey,  John  Lamont,  and  John 
Janes. 

Members  of  the  club  present  were  Al  and 
Vesta  Roy,  Tom  and  Mary  Hope  Ferrara,  Bill 
and  Janet  Hissey,  John  and  Claire  Janes,  Paul 
and  Jean  Labelle,  John  and  Eleanor  Lamont, 
Isidore  and  Harriet  Sol,  Miss  Janne  Leitch  and 
Warren  Oberg,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Kozol,  guests  and 
faculty  advisers. 

Refreshments  were  prepared  by  Mary  Hope 
Ferrara  assisted  quite  ably  by  Tom.  The  re- 
freshments consisted  of  assorted  fancy  cut 
sandwiches,  cupcakes  and  punch  in  an  attrac- 
tive display. 

Entertainment  for  the  evening  consisted  of 
dancing  to  a  record  player;  refreshments  were 
served  at  10:30  P.M.,  followed  by  a  period  of 
conversation  and  acquaintanceship. 

The  program  for  future  meetings  was  dis- 
cussed but  final  decision  was  left  to  the  men 
who  will  attempt  to  pick  a  time  when  the  pres- 
sure of  studies  permits  a  night  out. 

Other  members  of  the  senior  class  who  are 
married  or  engaged  are  invited  to  attend  the 
club's  function. 

•¥•  •X*  "TT 

On  the  baby  sardine  who  was  frightened  by 
a  submarine: 

"Don't  worry,  dear."  soothed  his  mother, 
"it's  only  a  can  of  people." 
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Welcome  To   School 

Now  that  the  hardships  of  a  very  hot  sum- 
mer are  over  we  can  take  out  the  dustcloths 
and  beat  the  dust  from  the  famihar  bookshelf. 
Lying  under  this  peaceful  calm  are  the  old 
books  and  notes  from  last  year,  a  year  which 
was  more  or  less  successful  for  all  of  us.  Some 
of  us,  unfortunately  a  small  minority,  have 
gone  over  the  old  material.  The  rest  of  us  de- 
cided we  would,  but  so  far  haven't  actually 
started.  "Oh  well,  I'll  do  it  tommorrow."  The 
old  familiar  cry  is  heard  until  it  is  realized  that 
tommorrow  is  always  going  to  come,  even  when 
it  actually  turns  out  to  be  the  day  of  finals. 
Well,  its  not  too  late.  Looking  over  those  old 
notes  will  not  only  give  you  an  air  of  confidence 
(and  re-learning  material  is  much  easier  than 
learning  for  the  first  time)  but  it  will  also  instill 
a  feeling  of  being  ahead  of  the  class.  Most 
important  of  all  it  will  make  studying  for  the 
finals  that  much  easier. 

As  associate  editor  of  the  Scope  I  would  like 
to  take  this  opportunity  to  extend  a  cordial 
welcome  to  the  new  students  who  have  joined 
us  this  year.  Many  of  you  know  little  about 


optometry,  some  know  more,  however,  all  of 
you  are  to  be  commended  for  your  choice  of 
careers. 

In  the  days  when  a  man  decided  he  would 
pack  a  suitcase  full  of  frames  with  different 
lenses  and  go  from  door  to  door  there  was 
little  thought  of  patient  comfort  or  satisfica- 
tion.  Would  the  glasses  help  him  see  clearly  or 
not?  Well,  thanks  to  the  foresight  of  a  group  of 
brilliant  predecessors,  optometry  has  shed  its 
cocoon  of  trial  and  error  by  antics  and  has 
metamorphosed  into  a  profession  of  highly 
scientific  diagnostic  examinations  devoted  to 
establishing  the  most  efficient  and  comfortable 
vision  possible.  No  other  profession  does  this 
and  for  this  reason  we .  can  rightly  call  our- 
selves visual  experts. 

As  new  students  you  have  entered  one  of 
the  most  gratifying  professions.  To  you  is  as- 
signed the  task  of  restoring  to  useful  and  com- 
fortable limits  the  vision  of  those  who  have 
developed  visual  anomalies.  Sight,  although 
many  times  taken  for  granted,  is  the  most  pre- 
cious of  our  five  major  senses.  You  are  now  to 
become  the  guardians  of  the  visual  welfare  of 
the  people.  By  holding  this  job  sacred  you  will 
be  following  in  the  footsteps  of  illustrious  men 
who  have  trusted  that  optometry  will  continue 
to  expand  to  new  horizons  as  it  has  so  dynami- 
cally done  in  the  past. 

M.  A.  G. 


is 


Position  Available 

Any  and  all  who  are  interested  in  securing 
positions  on  the  Scope  staff  should  contact  the 
editors  or  drop  a  note  under  the  Scope  office 
door  indicating  their  desire.  Many  interesting 
jobs  are  still  vacant  and  will  prove  not  very 
time  consuming. 


NEW  DRINKS 


Two  of  these  and 


The  Mambo  cocktail 
you  can't  stop  shaking. 

The  Instant  cocktail  —  Two  drinks  and  you 
have  your  hangover  immediately. 

Do-It- Yourself  cocktail  —  Two  of  them  and 
no  one  can  help  you. 
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Modern  Optometry  —  A  Labor  of  Love 

BERNARD    J.    BERNSTEIN,    B.S.  (Opt.)  O.D. 


Not  too  long  ago,  while  a  student,  I  had  the 
good  fortune  of  receiving  some  very  worth- 
while words  of  wisdom  which  were  exclusive  of 
the  general  academic  routine.  My  instructor  in 
Ocular  Pathology  was  indeed  a  most  learned 
scholar  and  an  extremely  popular  lecturer.  He 
always  found  time  to  impart  to  the  class  some 
words  of  encouragement;  a  thought  or  two  on 
the  beauty  and  professional  evaluation  of  Op- 
tometry. In  short,  his  theme  which  he  directed 
to  each  student  singularly  was  "Be  an  optimis- 
tic Optometrist." 

This  phrase  immediately  caught  my  fancy 
and  I  have  always  remembered  it.  As  a  student 
preoccupied  with  clinics,  examinations.  State 
Boards,  and  such,  perhaps  I  did  not  really  cap- 
ture the  profound  depth  and  significant  mean- 
ing of  this  pointed  phrase.  However,  now  that  I 
have  joined  the  ranks  of  my  fellow  practition- 
ers I  realize  each  day,  more  and  more,  what  it 
means  to  be  an  "optimistic  Optometrist." 

Today,  many  problems  still  face  Optometry 
in  spite  of  the  many  gainful  strides  the  pro- 
fession has  taken.  Yet,  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
any  undertaking  is  to  be  a  successful  one,  then 
there  always  goes  with  it  a  multitude  of  inevit- 
able problems  •  which  have  to  be  positively 
solved.  Ultimately  the  measure  of  success  is 
the  long  list  of  rewarding  and  enriching  experi- 
ences which  far  outweigh  the  problems,  what 
ever  they  may  be.  So,  in  the  last  analysis, 
modern  Optometry  is  faced,  if  the  day  ever 
comes,  when  Optometry  does  not  have  any 
problems  or  concerns,  but  is  merely  a  stagnant, 
dormant,  provincial,  decaying  profession,  then 
that  day  is  when  this  over-played,  "creeping 
death"  will  have  overtaken  us. 

You  may  ask  what  is  my  personal  optimistic 
aprroach  to  modern  20th  century  Optometry 
First  off(  we  must  face  facts.  If  we  are  a  pro- 
fession, and  it  is  a  positive,  undeniable  fact 
that  we  are,  then  we  must  act  and  conduct 
ourselves  professionally  to  the  "nth"  degree. 
We  can  not  live  in  fear  of  being  only  Optome- 
trists; nor  can  we  walk  or  work  in  fear  of  not 
being  equally  accepted  by  some  of  the  other 
health  groups.  This  to  me  is  an  outrage.  All  of 


us  must  unite  with  solidarity  of  purpose  and 
take  a  great  measure  of  pride  in  our  profession 
and  what  we  stand  for.  In  essence.  Optometry 
must  be  a  labor  of  love.  We  must  be  humble, 
but  graciously  proud  of  our  existence  and  the 
great  humanitarian  service  which  we  render; 
we  must  always  be  alert  and  always  ready  to 
measure  up  to  professional  standards  and  eth- 
ics. We  must  be  firm  but  gentle  in  our  rela- 
tionships with  the  laity  and  other  health 
groups  in  an  effort  to  help  them  understand 
how  we  so  greatly  contribute  to  the  health 
and  welfare  of  a  community.  Finally,  we  must 
accept  our  professional  responsibilities  with 
honest  conviction  and  sincerity  always  in  quest 
of  further  knowledge  and  the  latest  advances 
of  Optometric  science.  In  this  manner,  we  need 
not  worry  whether  Dentristy,  Medicine,  Osteo- 
pathy, and  other  allied  health  groups  "accept" 
us;  rather,  our  prime  concern  should  be  whether 
our  patients  accept  us.  For,  after  all,  they  are 
the  ones  who  have  sought  us  out  and  have  asked 
for  our  professional  care  and  attention.  Our 
future  rests  with  a  satisfied  patient  and  not 
with  a  group,  small  that  they  are,  of  narrow 
thinking  "I'm  from  Missouri"  type  of  indi- 
viduals. 

As  a  young  practitioner,  I  have  found  in  the 
limited  experience  that  I  have  had,  that  if  each 
patient  becomes  a  professional  challenge  the 
rewards  are  most  satisfying.  Each  patient  of 
mine  is  accepted  with  the  abiding  enthusiasm 
and  energy  on  my  part  to  perform  a  complete 
and  genuine  service.  Moreover,  I  make  it  a 
point  to  really  get  to  know  my  patient  and  I 
adjust  my  personaliity  to  fit  their  type  of  tem- 
perment.  Their  interests  become  mine  to  a  lim- 
ited and  safe  extent.  I  carefully  take  a  few 
minutes  to  explain  to  each  patient  what  my 
ophthalmic  instruments  are,  their  uses,  and 
what  operation  I  am  performing.  I  explain  the 
role  of  vision  training  in  modern  Optometry 
and  I  apply  vision  training  in  some  form  to 
each  patient  be  it  rotations  and  versions,  ac- 
comodative  rock,  or  the  hke. 

Never  do  I  perform  ophthalmoscopy  without 
informing  the  patient  that  I  am  observing  the 
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retinal  circulation  and  optic  nerve.  In  fact,  I 
calmly  let  them  know  that  this  is  the  only 
place  in  the  body  where  one  is  actually  able  to 
observe  the  column  of  blood  circulation.  The 
visual  skills  and  orthoptics  play  an  equally  im- 
portant role  in  my  routine  and  I  take  a  great 
deal  of  pride  in  telling  patients  that  these  are 
exclusive  optometric  advances  and  procedures. 
Finally,  I  look  upon  the  matter  of  progress 
reports,  case  histories,  writing  student  vision 
reports  and  visual  task  requirements  as  a  won- 
derful avenue  to  obtaining  many  more  grateful 
patients,  as  well  as  discharging  our  professional 
duties  to  the  maximum. 

It  has  been  my  hope  that  I  have  conveyed 
to  the  reader,  at  least  in  part,  my  feelings  of 
enthusiasm  and  pride  in  being  a  member  of 
the  profession.  I  am  an  "Optimistic  Optome- 
trist" because  each  day  in  my  practice  I  stand 
behind  honest  conviction  that  when  any  patient 
places  their  trust  in  me  to  examine  their  eyes, 
I  perform  a  most  thorough  and  exacting  ex- 
amination. When  I  complete  my  visual  analysis 
of  the  patient,  I  know  that  I  can  look  forward 
to  being  the  guardian  of  that  patient's  visual 
health  for  many  future  years  rather  than  it 
being  just  a  "one  night  stand." 


Photography   For 
Everyone 

By  RICHARD  KAVNER 

There  are  many  different  types  of  cameras 
in  use  today.  Some  are  simple,  others  more 
complex;  but  each  has  features  which  makes 
it  more  adaptable  to  a  particular  field  of  use. 

Cameras  of  the  folding  fixed-focus  type  are 
useful,  because  with  them  everything  from  10 
feet  to  infinity  is  clar  and  sharply  focused.  A 
camera  of  this  type  can  be  highly  recommended 
to  the  person  who  hasn't  the  time  to  study 
photography,  but  who  occasionally  wishes  to 
take  pictures  of  some  interesting  event  or 
scene. 

Maybe  you've  seen  a  picture  in  a  magazine, 
and  remarked,  "that's  beautiful,  but  it  was 
taken  by  a  professional  photographer  who  has 
studied  photography  for  years."  To  get  good 
pictures  you  don't  have  to  study  for  years,  all 


that  is  needed  is  a  desire  to  record  something 
beautiful  such  as  the  wife,  girl-friend  etc.,  and 
a  few  small  facts  about  cameras,  film  and  th^ir 
usage. 

Suppose  we  use  a  box  camera;  there  are 
no  settings  or  gadgets  to  work.  Its  easy.  All 
you  do  is  look  through  the  finder  and  press  the 
button.  Nothing  to  it.  Now  if  you  had  some 
film  and  a  model,  you'd  be  all  set. 

There  are  two  types  of  film  for  our  purpose. 

1)  Orthochromatic,  such  as  Plenachrome  or 
Verichrome  are  available  in  every  popular 
camera  size,  and  in  both  rolls  and  packs. 
If  you  want  to  do  your  own  developing,  you 
should  use  this  type  of,  film,  until  you  have 
mastered  the  technique.  These  types  of  films 
are  sensitive  in  some  degree  to  all  colors,  except 
red,  which  therefore  photographs  quite  darkly. 

2  )  Panchromatic  films,  are  more  sensitive  to 
light  in  the  orange  and  red  portions  of  the  spec- 
trum. With  this  film  you  have  to  be  very  care- 
ful to  utilize  propper  shielding  from  the  light.- 
These  are  the  fastest  films  for  amateur's  use  as 
roll  films  or  packs,  and  are  valuable  for  indoors 
work  with  artificial  light,  and  under  other  ad- 
verse lighting  conditions.  In  Pan  film,  orange 
and  red,  in  this  finished  print,  will  show  up  in 
lighter  tones  than  with  Ortho  film. 

Now  that  you  have  camera  and  film,  get  a 
model  and  move.  When  the  film  has  returned 
from  the  photo-finisher  examine  it  for  faults, 
for  by  careful  inspection  you  will  learn  to  im- 
prove your  technique.  Before  closing  I  will  list 
a  few  faults  and  their  corrections. 


Fault 
Subject  blurred 


Correction 

Have  subject  hold  still, 
use  faster  shutter  speed 


Whole  picture  blurred     Hold,     camera     steady 
while  taking  picture 


Object  slanted 


Line  up  the  horizontal 
and  the  vertical  edges 
;of  the  view  finder  with 
horizontal  and  vertical 
I  points  in  the  picture. 


If  you  run  up  against  more  trouble,  just 
consult  me  in  the  Camera  Club  and  I'll  see  if 
I  can  help  you  out. 
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THE     SHURON     BRANCH 

OFFICE     BACKS     UP 

YOUR     IN  DEPEN  DENT 

OPTICAL     SUPPLIER 


A  GREAT,  DEPENDABLE  TEAM  FOR 
SERVICE  TO  OPTICAL  PRACTITIONERS 


LOOK        TO        SHURON        FOR        ''QUALITY        BEYOND        QUESTION" 


SHURON       OPTICAL       COMPANY.       INC.         •         GENEVA,       NEW       YORK 
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Theodore   F.  Klein  Memorial  Award 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  address  given  by  Dr.  Ralph  H.  Green  to  the  Northeast  Con- 
gress of  Optometry  at  the  Ho':el  Kenmore  on  October  17,  1955. 


"It  is  a  great  pleasure  for  me  to  appear  be- 
fore the  optometrists  attending  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Northeast  Congress,  to  make 
the  Theodore  F.  Klein  Memorial  Award  of 
$200.  The  Award,  established  by  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Massachusetts  College  of  Op- 
tometry in  1947,  is  given  in  memory  of  the  late 
Theodore  F.  Klein,  teacher  and  optometrist, 
who  directed  the  affairs  of  the  then  Massachu- 
setts School  of  Optometry,  from  1909  to  1946, 
when  without  warning  he  passed  away  sitting 
at  his  desk  in  the  school.  Like  all  educational 
institutions  of  higher  learning,  the  Massachu- 
setts College  of  Optometry  had  a  humble  begin- 
ing.  The  classes  were  small  and  the  facilities 
and  equipment  were  meager.  Nevertheless 
about  one  half  of  the  optometrists  practicing 
in  the  New  England  area  received  their  basic 
optometric  training  in  these  surroundings.  What 
the  surroundings  lacked,  however,  Theodore  F. 
Klein  compensated  for  by  his  ability  to  impart 
the  vast  amount  of  knowledge  he  possessed  in 
the  art  and  science  of  optometry. 

The  Theodore  F.  Klein  Memorial  Award  is 
made  annually  to  that  first  year  student  who 
received  the  highest  general  average  in  all  the 
courses  of  the  first  year  curriculum.  This  year 
it  is  my  pleasure  to  make  the  award  to  Philip 
R.  Hughes,  a  transfer  student  from  the  Uni- 
versity of  New  Hampshire.  The  Award  is  being 
made  by  authority  of  the  t  acuity  Committee 
on  Awards,  of  which  Dr.  Frederick  E.  Farnum 
is  chairman." 

The  official  statement  of  the  committee  signed 
by  Dr.  Farnum  and  sent  to  Dean  Green  reads 
as  follows: 

Upon  the  action  of  the  Committee  On 
Awards,  I  have  been  directed  to  inform 
you  that  the  records  of  the  ehgible  candi- 
dates have  been  examined,  for  consider- 
ation of  the  Theodore  F.  Klein  Award. 

The  results  of  this  examination  show 
that  the  candidate  having  the  highest 
average  for  all  subjects  is  PHILIP  R. 
HUGHES,  of   Colebrook,  N.   H.,  whose 


average  for  the  freshman  year  was  90.75. 

The  committe  has  therefore  chosen  him 
to  receive  the  THEODORE  F.  KLEIN 
MEMORIAL  AWARD  for  1955.  We 
wish  also  to  commend  him  for  this  achieve- 
ment and  hope  he  will  continue  to  main- 
tain his  scholastic  average  at  a  high  level. 

The  committee  requests  that  you  be 
authorized  to  make  the  presentation  of 
the  award  at  whatever  occasion  you  deem 
advisable. 


Omega  Epsilon  Phi 

By  EARLE  LUPIEN 

Omega  Epsilon  Phi,  the  national  fraternity 
at  M.  C.  0.  wishes  to  welcome  all  the  new 
students  to  the  College. 

President  Earle  Lupien,  vice-presidents  Bill 
Hissey  and  John  Good,  secretary  Emory 
Clarke,  treasurer  Charlie  Connors,  and  all  the 
brothers  of  O.  E.  Phi  extend  a  most  hearty  in- 
tation  to  the  present  and  new  members  of  the 
Massachusetts  College  of  Optometry  to  visit 
our  frat  room  for  comfortable  relaxation  in 
their  spare  time. 

As  this  column  is  being  written,  there  is 
feverish  activity  taking  place  in  preparation 
for  our  Annual  Smoker  which  is  to  be  held  at 
the  Hotel  Lennox  this  year.  (I  wonder  why  we 
weren't  invited  back  to  the  Bruswick? )  I  can 
only  hope  that  the  affair  wiU  be  as  successful 
as  its  predecessors. 

Congratulations  to  Brother  Joe  Alger  who 
"took  the  plunge"  over  the  summer. 

We  all  send  our  heartfelt  good  wishes  for  a 
speedy  recovery  to  Brother  Ted  Kakness,  who's 
had  a  pretty  harrowing  time  of  it. 

Our  hope  in  the  future  for  Zeta  Chapter,  in 
addition  to  new  drapes  for  the  clubroom,  is 
that  we  may  come  up  with  a  worthy  opponent 
for  the  Ralph  Goren  of  O.  E.  Phi,  brother 
Brouillette.  Bridge  anyone? 
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SECOND     YEAR    ARTICLE 

By    PETE    PARESKY 


Welcome  to  the  new  transfer  students  who 
have  joined  our  ranks  this  past  September.  We 
of  the  second  year  class  who  were  ambitious 
Freshmen  last  year  are  now  embarked  upon 
another  year  at  iSIassachusetts  College  of  Op- 
tometry. 

It  certainly  didn't  take  our  instructors  very 
long  to  commence  throwing  (I  mean  it)  the 
curriculum  at  us  at  a  moderate  pace  as  con- 
sidered by  RI.C.O.  standards.  However,  we  seem 
to  have  accepted  the  challenge  rather  well  and 
are  now  grinding  the  many  hours  away  attempt- 
ing to  stay  in  contention  with  our  illustrious  in- 
structors. 

An  amazing  turnabout  from  the  first  year 
can  be  reflected  in  our  course  of  study.  Begin- 
ning with  the  first  lecture  of  this  semester  we 
knew  optometry  was  our  final  goal,  last  year 
some  of  us  had  our  doubts.  By  three  o'clock  on 
Friday  afternoon  when  Dr.  Wright  says  "That's 
it  boys",  a  much  relieved  band  of  individuals 
descend  from  the  confines  of  the  third  floor 
(our  attic  retreat  a  la  French  quartier  en 
Paris),  and  heads  for  points  of  rest  and  relaxa- 
tion. 

The  first  few  days  at  the  institution  this  year 
were  spent  in  warding  off  the  unreasonable 
offers  of  saleable  equipment  by  upper  classmen 
(those  robbers)  who  thought  we  were  going  to 
fall  prey  to  their  super  salesmenship.  Yes, 
equipment  is  an  important  factor  in  our  pro- 
fession, but  at  the  right  price.  Our  neatly 
pressed  suits  and  flashy  ties  were  a  predomin- 
ating influence  upon  their  monetary  values  of 
the  available  trial  cases,  schematic  eyes,  trial 
frames,  retinoscopes,  ophthalmoscopes,  and 
what  have  you.  It  is  a  wonder  that  no  one 
attempted  to  sell  us  a  segment  of  one  of  the 
fraternity  rooms  to  hang  our  heads  in  when 
things  look  darkest.  All  joking  aside  men,  we 
gaze  upon  you  upperclassmen  for  supreme  guid- 
ance through  the  coming  struggle  (I  mean 
school  semester)  in  case  of  doubt. 

This  reporter  cannot  at  this  time  devote  any 
space  to  the  personal  habits,  likes,  dislikes, 
wants  etc.  of  the  class  as  individuals  because 

we  just  don't  know  each  other  that 

well  yet.  However  in  succeeding  articles,  if  this 


one  be  published,  I  will  strive  to  enlighten 
you  readers  (you  many  thousands )  with  a  few 
pertinent  facts  and  figures  concerning  the 
second  year  troops. 

Speaking  of  troops,  a  good  number  of  the 
students  are  former  servicemen  from  all 
branches  of  the  armed  forces.  It  is  a  shame  war 
stories  are  not  allowed  in  this  column.  And  I 
imagine  certain  individuals  among  us  are  sweat- 
ing out  their  draft  deferments  from  month  to 
month.  Good  luck  boys. 

On  October  the  fourteenth  an  election  of 
class  officers  was  held  following  a  lecture  from 
the  eminent  Dr.  Cline  in  Physiological  Optics 
I.  The  doors  were  swung  shut  and  the  debate 
began.  The  results  in  just  a  minute  (hey  this 
isn't  Dragnet).  Seriously  though,  the  offices  of 
President,  Vice  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer 
and  Student  Council  were  voted  upon.  Jack 
McCauley,  our  last  year's  president,  was  re- 
elected, Anthony  Rascati  was  installed  as  Vice 
President,  Emory  Clark  our  last  year's  secre- 
tary was  reelected,  Sydney  Rudy  was  elected 
Treasurer,  and  Phil  Hughes  and  Sumner  Kagan 
appointed  to  the  student  council.  We  are  look- 
ing forward  to  able  leadership  from  these  men 
in  the  coming  year. 


and  have  you  heard  about  the 

Sultan's  son  who  drives  a  foreign  elephant? 


Sign  posted  on  office  of  vacationing  scientist 
"Gone  Fission". 
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PI     OMICRON     SIGMA 


By    MARSHALL    Y,    COHEN 


In  this  way  P.  O.  S.  runs  a  well  balanced  pro- 
gram. 

The  doors  to  our  frat  room  are  never  closed 
so  don't  hesitate  to  come  in,  eat  your  lunch, 
browse  through  our  library,  meet  new  friends, 
or  just  look  at  the  time. 

The  fraternity  program  got  off  to  its  usual 
good  start  with  a  lecture  by  Rudolph  E.  King, 
Registrar  of  Motor  Vehicles  in  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  King  gave  us  an  interesting  talk  on  the  im- 
portance of  good  vision  while  driving.  This  was 
the  first  in  a  series  of  lectures  sponsored  by 
P.  0.  S.  Future  lectures  will  be  presented  on 
subjects  that  are  of  practical  importance  to  us 
as  optometrists.  Brother  Golden  should  be  com- 
mended for  his  fine  work  in  bringing  to  us  such 
important  lectures. 

The  next  event  of  the  season  was  a  special 
meeting  for  all  new  students  so  they  might 


become  better  acquainted  with  the  fraternity. 
Refreshments  were  served  in  the  form  of  cokes, 
cupcakes,  and  potato  chips.  Brother  Roy 
worked  hard  to  see  that  evervone  enjoyed  him- 
self. 

Of  course  the  first  big  function  of  the  year 
is  coming  up  on  October  2  7,  1955,  which  is 
none  other  than  our  43rd  Annual  Smoker.  A 
cordial  invitation  is  extended  to  all  students  in 
the  college  and  a  special  invitation  to  the  new 
students.  The  purpose  of  the  smoker  is  for  the 
fraternity  to  get  better  acquainted  with  the 
new  students  and  vice  versa.  With  Bob  Wilson 
as  M.  C.  and  our  illustrious  faculty  with  their 
words  of  wisdom,  there'll  be  plenty  of  laughs. 
The  beer  will  flow  like  water,  the  smokes  will 
grow  like  weeds  and  it  is  guaranteed  that  at  the 
end  of  the  evening  you'll  feel  no  pain.  Brother 
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FINANCIAL    REPORT 

1954-55 

CASH  ON  HAND 

i,at  the  start  of  the  year)  

$  832.26 

INCOME: 

Activities  Fee    

Eyeball              

...  $520.00 
.    .     186  00 

Donation  (Dr.  P.  Cline)    

.  . .       30.00 

$736.00  $  736.00 

OWED   TO    COUNCIL: 

Activities  Fee  

. . .  $490  00 

Scope     

36.90 

$526.90  $  526.90 

Total  $2095.16 

EXPENSES: 

Mimeograph   Supplies    

Scooe      

. . .  $  45.65 
. . .     236.90 

Eyeball       

. .  .     326.00 

Basketball   Team    

Camera    Club    

Care    Inc     

. .  .      174.00 
1.15 
5  00 

$788.70  $  788.70 

ALLOCATED  BY  COUNCIL: 

For  new  Mimeograph  machine  , 

For  Basketball  Uniforms   

To  Student  Loan  Fund    

.  . .   $  20.00 
20.00 
42.20 

ALLOCATED  BY 

$  82.20  $     82.20 

PREVIOUS   COUNCILS    

$  832.26 

Balance       

Total  $1703.16 
$  392.00 

ALLOCATION  OF  BALANCE  OF 
THIS  YEARS  FUNDS: 

Rebate  is  $4.00  per  man. 

Senior   Class    28  men 

Junior  Class    23  men 

Sophomore  Class  29  men 

Freshman  Class   18  men 


$  112.00 

92.00 

116.00 

72.00 

$  392.00 


TOTAL  OF  ALL  FUNDS 

ALLOCATED  UP  TO  THE  PRESENT: 

Senior  Class   $  445.75 


Junior  Class   

Sophomore  Class  

Freshman   Class    

For  new  Mimeograph  machine 
For  new  Basketball  Uniforms  . . . 
Emergency  Loan  Fund  


BREAKDOWN: 
Expenses 
Allocations 


298.85 

235.60 

72.00 

70.00 

45.00 

139.26 

$1306.46 


$  788.70 
1306.46 


Total  income  and  Cash  on  hand $2095.16 


RUDOLPH  KING   TALKS 
ON    HIGHWAY    SAFETY 

By    DUKE     DRUCKER 

On  the  evening  of  Oct.  6th,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  POS,  Rudolph  King,  Registar  of  Motor 
Vehicles  for  the  commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, gave  an  informal  talk  on  motor  safety. 

At  the  present  time,  Mr.  King  stated  that 
Massachusetts  has  as  many  registered  vehicles 
as  the  states  of:  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island,  and  1/2  of  Connecticut 
combined  together. 

In  Massachusetts  there  is  a  safety  "team" 
consisting  of  the  press,  local  business  men,  and 
the  schools.  Last  year  Highway  Safety  was 
backed  by  the  press  by  some  three  million 
doUars  worth  of  free  service.  Over  fifteen  mil- 
lion pieces  of  safety  literature  were  distributed 
free,  which  was  backed  by  about  sixty  percent 
of  the  local  business  men  of  various  communi- 
ties. As  a  result  of  these  combined  efforts, 
Massachusetts  has  the  lowest  pedestrian  death 
rate  in  America. 

Two  of  the  greatest  problems,  were  speed 
and  liquor.  Mr.  King  said,  "No  one  has  the 
right  to  drive  after  drinking  intoxicating  liq- 
uor." People  should  be  made  to  know  where  and 
when  to  drink.  It  should  definetly  not  be  in  a 
car.  Last  year  Mr.  King  cited,  there  were  about 
250  fatal  accidents.  At  least  fifty  percent  were 
due  to  drinking  while  driving. 

In  1954  Massachusetts  ranked  among  the 
top  ten  states  for  having  the  lowest  motor  acci- 
dent rate. 

Here  in  Massachusetts,  the  Society  of  Op- 
tometrists were  very  helpful  and  cooperative 
with  the  Bureau  of  Motor  Vehicles.  The  Soci- 
ety provides  the  services  of  Optometrists  free, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  vision  of  drivers. 
All  of  these  men  are  strictly  volunteers. 

In  1918  there  were  216,000  registered  vehi- 
cles in  Massachusetts.  In  1954  there  were  over 
1  million  registered  vehicles.  There  were  only 
17  more  killed  in  1954  as  compared  to  1918. 
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P  O  S      [Continued] 

Schwartzberg  has  done  much  planning  and  hard 
work  to  assure  a  success. 

The  fraternity  has  many  other  social  events 
planned  along  with  a  series  of  lectures. 
Gossip  Column 

Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Brother  Wil- 
son who  took  the  fatal  plunge  last  May.  Best 
of  luck  Bob  and  keep  the  home  fires  burning 

Brothers  Isenberg  and  Oberg  recently 

became  engaged  and  the  bachelor  army  stands 

to  lose  two  good  brothers Best  of  luck 

to  Brother  Trevens  who  also  got  hooked  and 
was  married  last  June.  Many  years  of  happi- 
ness and  success  Bruce Brother  Sol 

was  presented  with  a  bouncing  baby  boy  this 
summer  and  it  looks  like  Izzy  will  be  up  nights 
for  a  while.  All  he  has  to  do  is  learn  to  juggle  a 
baby  and  a  book  and  he's  all  set.  Congratula- 
tions Izzy No  work  yet  from  Brother 

Roy,  but  watch  this  column,  he's  about  due??? 
What  do  you  say  Al?  Has  anyone  noticed  how 
fiushed  Brother  Coleman  looks  ?  I  wonder  why ! 
If  anyone  has  a  remedy  to  keep 


Brother  Kelly  awake  during  meetings,  it  would 
be  appreciated.  It  looks  like  Earl  isn't  getting 

too  much  sleep  these  days 

That's  all  for  now.  See  you  at  the  Smoker 
and  watch  for  the  P.  0.  S.  Poverty  Party. 


pil. 


* 


Teacher  in  progressive  school  rebuking  pu- 

"Johnny,  stop  playing  with  Joseph's  ear." 

"Johnny,  I  said  stop  playing  with  Joseph's 

ear." 

"Johnny!  Give  me  Joseph's  ear!" 


'Fishing?" 

'No.  Drowning  worms." 


* 


Dentist  —  "I'm  sorry,  but  I'm  all  out  of 
gas." 
Girl  in  Chair  —  "Ye  Gods!  Do  dentist's  pull 
that  old  stuff,  too?" 


*"Good  Will  is  the  disposition  of 
the  customer  to  return  to  the 
place  where  he  has  been  served 
well."    (U.    S.    Supreme    Court) 

Your  AO  I^  Laboratory  con- 
stantly strives  to  deserve  your 
good  will  by  providing  the  finest 
in  ophthalmic  service  and  mate- 
rials. Call  your  AO  manager  today. 


"THE    BEST   IN    SIGHT" 


vJptical 


merican  wpt 


■  CO.    BV   AMERICAN   OPTICAL   C 
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REFLECTIONS   UPON 
REFRACTIONS 

By    JOEL    SPIEGLER 

Being  a  third-year  student  one  feels  almost  fully 
qualified  to  cast  his  opinions  upon  various  aspects 
of  Optometry.  Of  course  fourth  year  students  may 
feel  more  qualified  than  I,  however,  a  graduating 
student  has  a  bit  more  on  his  mind  than  he  may 
find  time  to  express. 

Science,  as  it  is  broadly  recognized,  is  a  body  of 
knowledge  concerned  with  observation  and  clas- 
sification of  facts.  Yet  associated  with  science  one 
usually  conjures  in  one's  mind  a  mental  image  of 
a  man,  attired  in  white,  tinkering  with  com- 
plicated experimental  apparatus,  and  who  may 
have  a  dreamy  if  not  a  prophetic  expression  on  his 
face.  Unfortunately  the  average  layman  thinks  of 
science  as  in  the  above  description.  Superficially 
this  description  may  be  adequate.  However,  where 
does  the  mathematician,  the  theoretical  physicist 
or  chemist  fit  into  the  above  scheme  ?  Surely  these 
scientists  may  never  have  set  foot  in  a  laboratory 
in  their  academic  lives,  as  may  be  illustrated  by 
the  eminent  scientist  and  mathematician  Albert 
Einstein,  whose  "theory  of  relativity"  could  not  be 
verified  until  a  few  years  after  its  publication,  and 
even  now  many  of  its  conclusions  are  still  not  ex- 
perimentally verified.  Thus  we  see  that  the  lay- 
man's definition  is  extremely  narrow  and  short- 
sighted. We  may  also  find  some  difficulty  in  de- 
fining the  social  sciences,  such  as  sociology,  anthro- 
pology or  history,  for  they  do  not  in  the  strictly 
scientific  sense  delve  in  the  experimental  aspects 
of  their  respective  fields,  and  yet  they  may  justly 
be  called  "Social  Science." 

Thus,  with  the  above  definition  one  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  science  is  broadly  identified 
as  a  method  i.e.  a  way  of  thinking.  Thus  if  a 
sociologist  after  an  exhaustive  study  comes  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  population  of  a  city  is  increas- 
ing at  a  certain  rate,  he  is  not  only  concerned  with 
the  fact  alone,  but  also  its  consequences.  But  what 
if  the  fact  hasn't  any  consequences;  is  it  still  con- 
sidered in  the  realm  of  scientific  thought?  Here 
we  come  to  the  root  of  the  matter  that  is,  that 
science  is  an  abstract  and  theoretical  aspect  of  hu- 
man thought.  It  is  an  intangible  absolute  figment 
of  the  imagination.  It  needs  no  "conclusions"  or 
applicability.    Many  eminent  scientists  to-day  boast 


that  their  theories  have  no  known  applications, 
and  hope  they  never  will!  Yet  with  all  this  in 
mind,  science  has  been  applied,  for  the  betterment 
of  man.  Some  argue  it  has  been  applied  for  his 
detriment. 

{to  he  continued) 


KING      [Continued] 

Mr.  King  stated  that  the  improvement  of 
the  driver  license  standard  would  be  a  prime 
factor  in  reducing  motor  accidents.  The  im- 
provement should  start  first  with  the  driver 
physical,  particularly  with  vision. 

The  minimum  standard  for  driver  vision  in 
Massachusetts  is  20/70  with  or  without  glasses. 
This  was  adopted  upon  the  recommendation  of 
a  selected  group  of  Optometrists  in  1929.  The 
standard  of  20/70  is  now  under  review  since 
conditions  are  different  at  20-40  miles  per  hour, 
than  they  are  at  rest.  Mr.  King  posed  the 
following  questions  which  would  be  studied : 

1)  How  far  does  a  driver  see  in  a  moving 

car?  (There  were  estimates  of  between 
600-1400  feet). 

2)  Does  side  vision  decrease  as  speed  in- 

creases? 

3)  Night  Blindness  —  What  is  the  time  of 

recovery  from  glare  (The  law  requires 
a  motorist  to  dim  his  lights  within  500 
feet  of  an  approaching  car.) 

Auto  manufacturers  are  switching  from 
speed  and  power  as  selling  points,  to  safety 
features,  (re-enforced  steering  wheel,  padded 
dash  board,  safety  belts,  etc.) 

In  conclusion  Mr.  King  stated  that  when 
these  problems  are  answered,  the  physical  dif- 
ficulties of  the  motorists  would  be  overcome. 
This  would  help  them  to  become  better  drivers. 

It  is  required  by  law  to  have  periodic  re- 
examinations of  vehicles.  A  periodic  re-examin- 
ation should  also  be  required  of  drivers  "to 
determine  their  continued  fitness  to  drive." 

After  Mr.  King's  talk  there  followed  a  short 
informal  discussion  period. 
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